
Forensics QUIZ – Questions & Answers – Forensic Science
(Scroll down for answers.)

1) Forensic Scientists often need to consult with specialists in 
different Scientific areas.  What are six common areas applied in 
forensic analysis? 

2) What is the Locard Principal?

3) Compare Statutory Law and Common Law.

4) Compare Civil Law to Criminal Law.

5) What is the purpose of a preliminary hearing?

6) Explain the plea of nolo contendere.

7) Name the rights guaranteed by the first ten amendments to the 
Constitution called the Bill of Rights 



1) Forensic Scientists often need to consult with specialists in different Scientific 
areas. What are six common areas applied in forensic analysis?

Forensic scientists frequently collaborate with specialists in various scientific fields 
to aid in criminal investigations. Six common areas include toxicology, where 
experts analyze bodily fluids and tissues for the presence of drugs, alcohol, and 
poisons; pathology, which involves determining the cause and manner of death 
through autopsies; and entomology, the study of insects, which can help estimate 
the time of death based on insect activity on a corpse. Additionally, forensic 
anthropologists analyze human skeletal remains to determine identity and cause 
of death, while forensic odontology involves the examination of dental records to 
identify human remains. Lastly, forensic chemistry is used to analyze substances 
like drugs, explosives, and gunshot residues.

Each of these areas provides critical information that can be used to piece 
together evidence and reconstruct events in criminal cases. For example, 
toxicology reports can determine if a victim was under the influence of 
substances at the time of death, while forensic entomologists can estimate the 
post-mortem interval based on insect development stages. These interdisciplinary 
collaborations enhance the accuracy and reliability of forensic conclusions, 
ultimately aiding in the pursuit of justice.



2) What is the Locard Principle?

The Locard Principle, formulated by Dr. Edmond Locard, is a foundational concept 
in forensic science, stating that "every contact leaves a trace." This principle 
implies that whenever two objects or individuals come into contact, there is an 
exchange of materials between them. For instance, a criminal might leave behind 
fingerprints, hair, fibers, or other traces at a crime scene while simultaneously 
taking away evidence from the scene, such as soil on their shoes or bloodstains on 
their clothing.

The Locard Principle underpins the practice of crime scene investigation, as it 
suggests that physical evidence can always be found to link a suspect to a crime 
or a crime scene to a victim. This principle has been crucial in the development of 
forensic techniques that analyze these trace materials, such as DNA profiling, 
fingerprint analysis, and fiber comparisons, all of which are integral to solving 
crimes.



3) Compare Statutory Law and Common Law.

Statutory law consists of laws that have been written and enacted by legislative 
bodies, such as Congress or state legislatures. These laws are explicitly stated and 
codified, meaning they are documented in legal codes and statutes that judges 
must adhere to when making rulings. Statutory law can cover a wide range of 
issues, from criminal behavior to regulatory standards, and is designed to address 
specific situations with clarity and predictability.

In contrast, common law is based on judicial precedents rather than written 
statutes. It evolves over time through the decisions made by judges in individual 
cases, where the principles established in earlier cases guide the rulings in new 
ones. Common law is more flexible than statutory law, as it can adapt to new 
situations without requiring legislative action. However, it also means that 
common law can be less predictable, as different judges may interpret precedents 
in varying ways.



4) Compare Civil Law to Criminal Law.

Civil law and criminal law serve different purposes in the legal system. Civil law 
deals with disputes between private parties, such as individuals or organizations, 
where one party seeks compensation or another form of remedy from another 
party. Common cases in civil law include contract disputes, property issues, and 
personal injury claims. The burden of proof in civil cases is typically 
"preponderance of the evidence," meaning that the plaintiff must show that their 
claim is more likely true than not.

Criminal law, on the other hand, involves actions that are considered offenses 
against the state or society as a whole, even if the victim is an individual. Criminal 
cases are prosecuted by the government and involve more severe penalties, such 
as imprisonment or fines. The burden of proof in criminal cases is higher, 
requiring proof "beyond a reasonable doubt" for a conviction. The key difference 
lies in the nature of the offenses and the outcomes, with civil law focusing on 
restitution and criminal law on punishment and deterrence.



5) What is the purpose of a preliminary hearing?

A preliminary hearing serves as an initial step in the criminal justice process to 
determine whether there is sufficient evidence to proceed with a trial. During this 
hearing, the prosecution presents evidence and witnesses to show that there is 
probable cause to believe the defendant committed the alleged crime. The 
defense may also present evidence, cross-examine witnesses, and argue that the 
case should not go forward. The judge then decides whether the evidence is 
strong enough to justify a trial.

The purpose of the preliminary hearing is to prevent unnecessary trials and to 
protect individuals from being wrongfully prosecuted without adequate evidence. 
It acts as a safeguard against frivolous or unsupported charges, ensuring that only 
cases with a reasonable likelihood of success go to trial. If the judge finds that 
there is insufficient evidence, the charges may be dismissed or reduced.



6) Explain the plea of nolo contendere.

Nolo contendere, or "no contest," is a legal plea in which a defendant does not 
admit guilt but also does not contest the charges against them. Essentially, by 
pleading nolo contendere, the defendant accepts the penalties for the crime 
without admitting to the criminal act. This plea is often used in cases where the 
defendant wants to avoid the potential civil liability that could arise from an 
admission of guilt in a criminal case.

One of the key advantages of a nolo contendere plea is that it cannot be used as 
evidence of guilt in a subsequent civil trial related to the same incident. This 
makes it a strategic choice for defendants who may face lawsuits after the 
criminal proceedings. However, the plea still results in a conviction, and the 
defendant will face the same sentencing as if they had pleaded guilty.



7) Name the rights guaranteed by the first ten amendments to the Constitution 
called the Bill of Rights.

The Bill of Rights, the first ten amendments to the U.S. Constitution, guarantees 
several fundamental rights and freedoms to individuals. 

➢ The First Amendment protects the freedoms of speech, religion, press, 
assembly, and petition. 

➢ The Second Amendment guarantees the right to bear arms. 

➢ The Third Amendment prohibits the quartering of soldiers in private homes 
without consent. 

➢ The Fourth Amendment protects against unreasonable searches and 
seizures and establishes the need for warrants based on probable cause.

➢ The Fifth Amendment ensures the right to due process, protection against 
double jeopardy, self-incrimination, and mandates just compensation for 
takings of property. 

➢ The Sixth Amendment guarantees the right to a speedy and public trial, an 
impartial jury, and the right to counsel. 

➢ The Seventh Amendment ensures the right to a jury trial in civil cases 
involving claims over a certain amount. 



➢ The Eighth Amendment prohibits excessive bail and fines and cruel and 
unusual punishment. 

➢ The Ninth Amendment states that the enumeration of certain rights in the 
Constitution does not deny others retained by the people. 

➢ The Tenth Amendment reserves powers not delegated to the federal 
government to the states or the people.
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